Favourite Bowling Spell in Test Match 
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Cricket, a sport of strategy, skill, and unpredictability, offers countless moments of 
brilliance. For fans, the thrill of witnessing a bowler wreak havoc on the batting 
lineup is unparalleled. One such spell that etched itself in my memory is the 
legendary performance by Anil Kumble against Pakistan in 1999. 


The match was the second Test of the series, played at the Kotla Stadium in Delhi. 
India, trailing by 134 runs, needed a strong bowling performance to stay in the game. 
Kumble, the Indian leg spinner, rose to the occasion and delivered one of the most 


remarkable spells in Test cricket history. 


Kumble's spell began with a wicket maiden, immediately setting the tone for the 
innings. He continued to bowl accurately, extracting turn from the pitch, and tempting 
the Pakistani batsmen into playing rash shots. As the innings progressed, Kumble's 
confidence grew, and he began to dominate the batsmen. 


One of the most memorable moments of the spell was Kumble's dismissal of 
Inzamam-ul-Haq. Inzamam, one of the world's leading batsmen at the time, was 
struggling to cope with Kumble's variations. The Indian spinner, sensing an 
opportunity, bowled a full-length delivery that turned sharply and trapped Inzamam 
LBW. The dismissal sent a shockwave through the Pakistani dressing room. 


Kumble continued to bowl relentlessly, picking up wickets at regular intervals. The 
Pakistani batsmen were helpless against his guile and accuracy. As the innings drew 
to a close, Kumble had claimed nine wickets, leaving Pakistan's tail-enders exposed. 


With one wicket remaining, Kumble had the chance to create history. He bowled a 
full-length delivery that turned sharply and trapped Pakistani number 11, Javagal 
Srinath, LBW. The crowd erupted in cheers as Kumble had achieved the rare feat of 


taking all 10 wickets in an innings. 


Kumble's 10-wicket haul was a remarkable achievement. His spell showcased his 
skill, his determination, and his ability to perform under pressure. It was a moment 
that will be remembered for years to come. 


While there have been many other incredible bowling performances in Test cricket 
history, Kumble's spell against Pakistan remains one of my favorites. It was a 
masterclass in spin bowling, a display of pure skill and determination that left a 
Lasting impression on all who witnessed it. 
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